WILD GRAPES

5 Daily Devotionals (From October 4th Sermon)

Day 1: The Beloved Vineyard

Key Verse:
"My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.” (Isaiah 5:1)

Reflection

Isaiah begins with what sounds like a love song. The vineyard owner carefully prepares the soil,
removes stones, plants the best vines, builds a wall, and even constructs a watchtower. Nothing
is neglected. Every detail reflects care, investment, and love.

This vineyard is a picture of God's people, and ultimately a picture of you. God has not treated
you carelessly. He created you, redeemed you through Christ, brought you into His family
through His promises, and continues to provide for you each day. He surrounds you with His
Word, His forgiveness, and His care.

When life becomes difficult, it is easy to wonder whether God notices or cares. Isaiah reminds
us that God is not distant. Like the vineyard owner, He has invested Himself fully in His people.
His love is not shallow or temporary. It is patient, intentional, and steadfast.

Today, consider the many ways God has provided for you. His blessings are evidence of His
loving care, even when circumstances are challenging.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for caring for me with such patience and love. Open my eyes to see
Your blessings and help me trust Your goodness in every season of life. Through Jesus Christ,
my Savior. Amen.




Day 2: Looking Beyond the Surface

Key Verse:
"You will recognize them by their fruits.” (Matthew 7:16)

Reflection

The vineyard in Isaiah looked healthy from the outside. The walls were strong, the hill was
fertile, and the vines appeared established. Yet when harvest came, the fruit revealed a deeper
problem. What looked promising produced only sour, wild grapes.

The same temptation exists for us. We can focus on appearances while ignoring what is
happening in our hearts. We may look faithful outwardly while harboring anger, pride, jealousy,
bitterness, or selfishness. God is not interested merely in appearances. He looks at the fruit our
lives produce.

This can be uncomfortable, but it is also gracious. The Lord reveals our sin not to shame us but
to call us back to Himself. His Word acts like a mirror, showing us where we need His
forgiveness and renewal.

Rather than comparing yourself to others today, ask a simpler question: What fruit is growing in
my life? Then bring both your successes and failures to Christ, who knows you completely and
loves you fully.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, search my heart and reveal what needs Your healing and forgiveness. Help me to
be honest before You and to trust in Your mercy each day. Amen.




Day 3: God's Patience Is a Gift

Key Verse:
"God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance.” (Romans 2:4)

Reflection

One of the dangers of sin is that its consequences are not always immediate. We may justify our
actions because nothing dramatic happens afterward. We speak hurtful words, hold onto
grudges, or indulge sinful thoughts, and life seems to continue normally.

But God's patience should never be mistaken for approval. As the sermon reminds us, what we
often interpret as God's acceptance may actually be His mercy, giving us time to repent.

God's desire is not to condemn but to restore. He patiently calls His people back again and
again. Throughout Israel's history, the Lord endured centuries of rebellion while continuing to
send prophets and promises. His patience flowed from His love.

The same is true for you. Every new day is another opportunity to return to Him. No sin is too
great to confess, and no sinner is beyond His mercy. The Lord's patience is an invitation to trust
His forgiveness and begin anew.

Prayer

Merciful Father, thank You for Your patience with me. Forgive the sins | have excused or
ignored. Lead me to genuine repentance and renewed faith in Your promises. Amen.




Day 4: The True Vine

Key Verse:
"I am the vine; you are the branches.” (John 15:5)

Reflection

When we recognize the wild grapes in our lives, our first instinct is often to try harder. We make
promises, create plans, and rely on our own determination. Yet Scripture teaches that spiritual
fruit does not grow from human effort alone.

The good news is that God has done what we could never do ourselves. He sent His Son into
the vineyard. Jesus lived the perfectly fruitful life that we fail to live. He bore our sins on the
cross and rose again so that we might be forgiven and restored.

Because of Christ, we are not left to produce fruit on our own. Branches bear fruit only because
they remain connected to the vine. In the same way, Christians bear fruit because they are
united to Jesus through faith and sustained by the Holy Spirit.

Today, focus less on your strength and more on Christ's faithfulness. The fruit grows where the
Vine is present.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for being the true Vine. Keep me connected to You through Your Word
and promises. Let Your life and grace bear fruit in me. Amen.




Day 5: A Story of Love

Key Verse:
"The story of the vineyard isn't about grapes at all. It's about God's love for wild sinners
like us.”

Reflection

Isaiah's vineyard song contains warnings about sin, judgment, and repentance. Yet the final
message is not condemnation. At its heart, the story is about God's relentless love.

The Lord sees our failures clearly. He knows every wild grape, every sinful thought, every selfish
action, and every hidden struggle. Yet He does not abandon His people. Instead, He acts in
mercy. He sends His Son. He forgives sinners. He restores what is broken.

The Christian life is not about pretending we have good fruit all the time. It is about living in
continual repentance and faith. We confess our sins honestly, receive Christ's forgiveness freely,
and trust the Holy Spirit to continue His work within us.

As you conclude this week, remember that God's love is greater than your failures. His mercy is
new every morning. His promises are sure because they rest not on your performance but on
the finished work of Jesus Christ.

Prayer

Gracious Father, thank You for loving me despite my sin. Keep me in daily repentance and faith.
Strengthen me through Your Word, and help my life reflect the mercy | have received in Christ.
Amen.




The Vineyard and the Fruit

Small Group Discussion Guide
Text: Isaiah 5:1-7

“He looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold,
an outcry!” (Isaiah 5:7)

Opening Question

Think of a garden, house project, hobby, or investment that required a lot of time and
effort. How did you feel when it turned out well? How did you feel when it didn't produce
the results you expected?

Setting the Scene

Isaiah begins with what sounds like a love song about a vineyard. The owner carefully
prepares the land, plants the best vines, builds protection around it, and patiently waits
for fruit. Yet when harvest time comes, the vineyard produces only wild, sour grapes. The
vineyard is a picture of God's people. He has cared for them, blessed them, and provided
for them, yet instead of producing justice and righteousness, they produced injustice
and suffering.

The message is not merely about people "out there."” God calls us to examine our own
hearts and the fruit our lives are producing.

Supporting Scriptures

Matthew 7:16
"You will recognize them by their fruits."
Galatians 5:19-23

Contrast between the works of the flesh and the fruit of the Spirit.



Romans 2:4

"God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance.”
John 15:5

"l am the vine; you are the branches... apart from me you can do nothing."
Psalm 51:10

"Create in me a clean heart, O God."

Discussion Questions

Looking at the Text

1. What stands out to you about the care the vineyard owner invested in his
vineyard?

2. Why is the owner's disappointment so great when the vineyard produces wild
grapes?

3. According to Isaiah 5:7, what kind of fruit was God looking for from His people?

Looking at Ourselves

4. Why is it often easier to identify problems in society, government, churches, or
other people than in ourselves?

5. What are some examples of "wild grapes" that can slowly grow in a Christian's
life?

6. The sermon noted that repeated sins can begin to feel normal because
consequences are not immediate. Why is that dangerous?

7. How does God's patience differ from God's approval of our sin?

Looking at Christ

8. Why is the answer not simply "try harder" to produce better fruit?

9. Read John 15:5. What does it mean to remain connected to Christ as the true
Vine?

10. How does Jesus' death and resurrection give hope to people who recognize wild
grapes in their own lives?

Living It Out

11. What area of your life most needs repentance and renewal right now?



12. What practical habits help you stay connected to Christ through His Word, prayer,
worship, and the Lord's Supper?

Gospel Takeaway

The message of Isaiah 5 is not that God is looking for perfect people. It reveals that none
of us naturally produce the fruit God desires. Left to ourselves, we bear wild grapes. Yet
God did not abandon His vineyard. He sent His Son, the true Vine, into a sinful world.
Jesus lived the righteous life we could not live, died for our sins, and rose again so that
forgiveness and new life could be ours. Through faith in Him and the work of the Holy
Spirit, God continues to produce good fruit in His people.

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your patience, mercy, and steadfast love. We confess that
our lives often produce wild grapes instead of the fruit You desire. Forgive us for our sins
and lead us to genuine repentance. Thank You for sending Jesus, the true Vine, who took
our sin upon Himself and gave us His righteousness. By Your Holy Spirit, keep us
connected to Christ through Your Word and Sacraments. Produce in us love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. May our lives
bear fruit that glorifies You and serves our neighbors. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
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